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A MEMOIR OF CAROLYN WILSON HARRIS. 

Bruce Fink. 

Mrs. Carolyn Wilson Harris was born in Springfield, Ohio, December 
8th, 1849, and died at Lakewood, New Jersey, May 3d, 1910. She was a 
life-long lover of nature and a devoted student of Botany, in whose death 
the Sullivant Moss Society has lost a good friend and an earnest worker. 
She took an active part in the botanical department of the Brooklyn Institute 
of Arts and Sciences, but it was through her collecting in northern New York 
and her writings that members of our Society came to know her best. 

About twenty-five years ago, Mr. and Mrs. Harris purchased a large 
tract of land for a summer home along Chilson Lake, Essex County, New 
York. During her first summers in this delightful place, Mrs. Harris 
devoted her time to the study of the ferns and the flowering plants, but later 
her attention was given to the mosses, hepatics and lichens especially the 
lichens. Those of us who know the great profusion and beauty of lichen 
growth in the northern tier of states from Maine across the continent to 
Washington understand why the attention of this lover of nature was drawn 
to these plants which abounded everywhere about her cottage and along the 
shores of the lake. 

Mrs Harris sent out from her attractive summer home many specimens 
of foliose and fruticose lichens to friends whom she tried to interest in the 
study of these plants and to various lichenists as well. The higher lichens 
of her region were well known to her, and she could call them by the names 
used in Tuckerman's Manual, caring little for the modern controversies over 
priority of names or the tendency to splitting, which is the bane of amateur 
lovers of nature. 

To Mrs. Harris belongs the honor of being the first to interest The 
Bryologist in lichens. At least her articles were the first papers on lichens 
to appear in that journal, and she was the first to have charge of the lichen 
department. It was through her work that the present writer, like others 
interested^ in lichens, was first drawn to The Bryologist. Through mutual 
interest in lichens, the correspondence between Mrs. Harris and the writer 
began in 1901 and lasted until the time of her last illness. We learn from 
this correspondence that the lichens were given place in The Bryologist 
" because members of the Moss Chapter were continually sending lichens — 
either calling them mosses or asking for information regarding them." At 
the time when Mrs. Harris was writing her first article for The Bryologist, 
her letter contained the following; "Comparatively few people are inter- 
ested in these beautiful plants, and there is much work to be done, especially 
for beginners. I am writing a series of articles for The Bryologist for 
beginners, and find that in order to be really helpful, I must have specimens 
to describe from various localities." This gives a clue to the incentive which 
led to the lichen department in The Bryologist. 

The July Bryologist was issued July 2, 1910. 
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The illustrated series of twelve papers published in The Bryologist is 
well known to all readers of our journal. In these articles, Mrs. Harris aimed 
to give such knowledge of the common foliose and fruticose lichens as would 
enable one to know them from the descriptions and illustrations, aided by 
the hand lens. There is always some doubt in the minds of botanists 
regarding the scientific value of short diagnoses of lower plants, in which 
the microscopic characters are omitted, but there is good evidence that 
some persons became interested in lichens through these papers, which were 
well illustrated. Mrs. Harris wrote in 1901 : "I am trying in my articles to 
describe the lichens so that they can be determined with the hand lens. I 
know that I am attempting a good deal, but with many of the lichens, I 
believe this is possible.'' In 1903 she wrote thus: "Among my correspond- 
ents are a number who are not only interested but ready to begin work. 
Surely we should have a club or chapter for the benefit of the beginners as 
well as the students." The last quotation is from a letter written only a 
short time before -the last of the series appeared and indicated that their 
author had succeeded in interesting a number of persons. Doubtless these 
as well as several students of lichens were sorry when the series of papers 
was finally closed after only about twenty-four genera had been covered. 
However, these papers were certainly valuable in interesting readers in 
lichens; and a number of collectors were attracted to the study of lichens 
through them. 

It seems that Mrs. Harris became especially interested in the genus 
Cetraria, even before this series of papers was begun. This was probably 
due to observations in the field, in the region where these plants are abund- 
ant. In one letter, she asks for specimens of species of the genus, "both 
native and foreign," and says: "The Cetrarias have always been particu- 
larly interesting to me." Five years later she wrote; "The Cetraria 
monograph is still a dream, but I hope it will prove something more later." 

In 1907 occurred the death of Mr. Harris; and shortly after his death, 
Mrs. Harris suffered an attack of pneumonia. The sickness and death of 
Mr. Harris and her own illness interrupted her work on lichens for a time, 
but in 1908 she was again collecting and studying, and from this time on 
until her last illness, the writer occasionally received specimens from her for 
examination. She spent the winter of 1908 in Washington, where she 
enjoyed working with Miss Mary F. Miller, who has charge of the lichen 
department in The Bryologist. It was during this winter in Washington 
that the writer met Mrs. Harris and enjoyed several conversations with her 
regarding lichens and lichenists. No words could add to the high regard for 
the pleasing personality of Mrs. Harris, held by all who knew her personally. 
There was abundant evidence of refinement in her beautiful letters; but the 
poise and gentleness of character were much more apparent in personal 
acquaintance. 

Though her papers deal with macroscopic characters, Mrs. Harris knew 
her plants microscopically and took special delight in talking or writing 
about her herbarium specimens. Her herbarium, books and working outfit 
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will be deposited at Antiock College, Yellow Springs, Ohio, where Mr. 
Harris graduated. The list of lichens, mosses and hepatics will be published 
by Mrs. Annie M. Smith, who possesses a full set of the specimens. 

Many persons have wondered why the lichens, not closely related to the 
mosses, have received attention in The Bryologist. The explanation is 
given above. There were those who confused mosses and lichens and who 
asked questions that must be answered. In Mrs. Harris was found a person 
who had long been interested in the lichens which grew in such profusion 
about her summer home in the Adirondacks. To her fell the task of aiding 
those making inquiry; and since these persons were for the most part 
members of the Moss Society, the official organ of this society was made the 
channel through which to give the desired information. 

Below is what is supposed to be a complete list of Mrs. Harris' papers 
on lichens: 

Harris, Carolyn W. Lichens — The Usneas. The Bryologist 4: 13-15. pi- 
1. Ja. 1901. 
Lichens — Alectoria, Evernia and Ramalina. The 

Bryologist 4: 36-39, f. 1-8. Ap. 1901. 
Lichens — Cetraria. The Bryologist 4: 41-45. pi. 5- f- 

1-6. Jl. 1901. 
Lichens — The Parmelias. The Bryologist 4: 57-61. 

pi. 6 f. 1-7. O. 1901. 
Lichens — Physcia. The Bryologist 5: 21-24. pi- 3- *• 

1-6. Mr. 1902. 
Lichens — Theloschistes-Pyxine. The Bryologist 5: 

59-62. f. 1-7. Jl. 1902. 
Lichens — Umbilicaria. The Bryologist 5: 89-92. pi. 9. 

N. 1902. 
Lichens — Sticta. The Bryologist 6: 55-58. pi. 9. f. 

5-7. Jl. 1903. 
Lichens — Nephroma Solorina. The Bryologist 6: 76- 

79. f. 1-2. S. 1903. 
Lichens — Peltigera. The Bryologist 7: 1-4. pi. 1. 

f. 1-2. Ja. 1904. 
Lichens — Collema-Leptogium. The Bryologist 7: 

45-48. pi. 6. My. 1904. 
Lichens — Stereocaulon, Pilophorus and Thamnolia. 

The Bryologist 7: 71-75. f. 1-4. S. 1904. 
Report of the Lichen Department. The Bryologist 6: 
40. Mr. 1903. 
Harris, W. P. and Harris, Carolyn W. — Lichens and Mosses of Montana. 
Bull. Univ. Mont. 10: 313-330. pi. 58-64. 1904. 

Oxford, Ohio. 



